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Principal’s Report

Welcome to Week 6!

Tuesday 14/6
AFL coaching
session #1

Thursday 16/6
Young
Environmental
Leaders with Jolie
and Tess

It has been nice to be able to welcome our community back onsite recently with our first assembly of the
year and a morning tea to help raise funds for people impacted by Cancer. $85.50 was raised and sent
off to the Biggest Morning Tea charity. Thank You for your support.
We continue to make way with our Site Improvement Plan with our main aims being on our Phonics and
Big Ideas in Number pedagogy and student learning- we hope this is reflective in our communication with
you. We are looking at how to restructure our timetables to ensure we are innovative and making the
biggest learning impact we can for Term 3. Mr de Courcy and I attended a huge day in Murray Bridge
recently with a lot of other staff from our Portfolio learning about the Big Ideas in Number. We continue to
implement our 20 minute BIN sessions 3 x a week and are incorporating the strategies of this important
work across our classes.
Last week we had a visit from Andrew from SAPOL who taught our students about Road Safety. Children
are still shouting, ‘Road Safety Rules,’ which was one of the games they played. It was exciting and also a
little nervewracking for some students to have a dressed policeman in our presence. He showed his
badge and all of his equipment. Please ensure you are holding your child’s hand when you cross the road.
Today we had an incursion all about Resilience. Students learnt how to Bounce Back when faced with a
situation where they need to utilise a resilience strategy. We have been trying to reinforce how to be
resilient in all facets of life and school. We continue to speak about kindness, empathy and being
respectful. Being the Best we Can be is a daily personal goal.
Recently, I asked for some volunteers to come and help with reading. We are attempting to increase our
‘reading mileage’ in particular during Weeks 7 to 10 of this term in preparation for 2 weeks off on holidays.
If you are able to keep reading during the holidays that would be wonderful. Thank You to those who are
able to volunteer for us. We are also looking forward to our soup days! Thanks so much for offering to
supply a yummy soup for these wintry days!
We finish this term off with written reports. You will receive these in the last week of the term. If you have
any questions prior to reports coming home, please let me know. We obviously need to add a cover letter
to ensure everyone is aware of how we are able to report within the covid situation.

Our Vision
At Blanchetown Primary School,
we want all learners to be part of
a caring, inclusive, successorientated, quality-learning
environment, which empowers
everyone to continue lifelong
learning with confidence.

It is time to nominate for the Public Education Awards 2022. It’s always a bucket filling feeling to receive a
nomination and it makes our work even more worth while to see that someone has taken time out of their
day to fill in the online form. Please consider nominating someone who you think has made a positive
impact upon your child’s learning journey.
I hope you have an enjoyable long weekend with your friends and family making memories with your
lovely kidlets. Thank You, Ashlee.
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Curious

Motivated

Risk-Taking

Term 2 Award Recipients
Congratulations to our Award Recipients at our recent Assembly! You are all
stars!
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From Jolie…
Makes sense. If someone's telling us to chill out instead of responding to what we're saying, it's likely to feel like
we're not actually being listened to, and that our thoughts and feelings are being ignored.

When we experience BIG emotions, a part of your brain takes over and the bit that controls ‘thinking’ shuts down and
that’s the bit that helps you focus, make decisions and understand things!!

To help your brain get back in balance we need to recognise the body signs that this is happening and use a technique
to calm down, so that your thinking brain can turn back on.
Teaching our kids to regulate their emotions and learn how to calm down when angry are extremely important life
skills.

Last week the year 3 girls made Glitter Jars. It was a fun crafty project and they looked so pretty but the purpose of the activity was to start a conversation about calming down.
Watching the glitter swirl to the bottom of the jar gives kids time to pay attention to their senses and shift focus away from thoughts and emotions. A mind full of thoughts can settle
like the glitter in the jar.

This will help some people, but not others. There are many ways people have found to calm down. Finding what works for you and helping your child learn what works for them may
involve some trial and error. It might be a chill spot, squeezing a soft toy, a blanket, drawing, jumping, music, push ups, blowing bubbles….whatever! We need everyone in a conflict
situation to be calm before any talking or problem solving can occur.

Teaching our kids ways to calm down, and practicing these techniques ourselves, is an important
way we can help ensure better relationships and overall well-being for our kids (and ourselves).
Jolie Zadow

From Brad – Year 3-6
Our Convection Experiment
In the Year 3-6 class this term we have been focussing on Chemistry and Physics in science.
A few weeks ago, we conducted a convection experiment in water. Convection is the process whereby warmer air or water rises
above or through cooler air or water. This happens due to the warmer air or water containing more heat energy, creating
greater particle movement and leading to the air or water being less dense than its surroundings.
Students used ice, containing blue food dye, and placed it in a cup of water to observe what happened. They then wrote their
observations down every minute to record the change over time.
Students were able to observe a ‘downward flow’ of colder water melting off of the ice and sinking to the bottom of the cup of
water. Due to the food dye they were able to see this clearly in the surrounding clear water.
After this experiment students were able to explain what they had seen in their own words and had fun constructing their own
diagrams of the process.

