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Important
Dates
Thursday 14/2
GC AGM 3.30pm
Acquaintance Night
Monday 18/2
Book Club Orders
Thursday 21/2
Tennis Coaching
Healthy Lunch
Thursday 28/2
Tennis Coaching
Assembly
Thursday 7/3
Tennis Coaching
Friday 8/3
Splash Carnival
Monday 11/3
Public Holiday
Thursday 14/3
Tennis Coaching
Leaders Camp at
Barmera Yr6/7
Thursday 28/3
BPS Sports Day
Friday 5/4
Mid Murray Sports
Day

Our Vision
At Blanchetown Primary School,
we want all learners to be part of
a caring, inclusive, successorientated, quality learning
environment which empowers
everyone to continue lifelong
learning with confidence.
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RESPECT RESPONSIBILITY RESILIENCE EXCELLENCE

Welcome to our students and families to the 2019 school year! A warm
welcome to new families joining our Blanchetown Primary community.
2019 is set to be a big one full of fun and adventure. Students have settled
into the new school year with ease and are enjoying their updated,
innovative learning spaces. We have welcomed with open arms our
fabulous new teacher, Miss Courtney Searle to the Primary classroom. Miss
Searle has fit seamlessly into our culture with her infectious smile and
enthusiastic demeanour.
We currently have 22 enrolments. Our Junior Primary ‘Knowledge Nest’ is
once again headed by the incredible Miss Kiah Payne, who is also the
Principal on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. Miss Payne works tirelessly to
create the most engaging lessons and uses her creative nature to
stimulate learning. She is an utter gem. We also welcome back the
incredible Mrs Karen Bolt who is teaching across all classes. Mrs Ros Hahn
(front office), Mrs Michelle Payne (student support) and Mr Bryan Johnson
(groundsman) are back and Miss Ada will be delivering some great
resources for our community in her Pastoral Care Worker role. You will also
find Mrs Ina Reynolds in our Playcentre on Wednesday mornings with our
up and coming youngsters. You can read all about our outstanding staff
throughout this edition of our newsletter.
We endeavour to keep our community up to date with the amazing work
that goes on here at Blanchetown Primary. Are you following our
Facebook page? If you visit, you will find reminders, event information
and sometimes updates of what is happening throughout the day. Our
school is one to be very proud of.
We have hit the ground running. This week has been a super successful
week of swimming. We’ve seen every different type of weather including
rain. Please keep an eye on the Important Dates column to ensure you
are aware of what is coming up.
I would like to Thank the school community, staff and students for your
support over the first couple of weeks as I begin my tenure as Principal at
what is a brilliant school. If I haven’t met you yet, please pop in and say,
“Hi!”
Enjoy our first newsletter for the year. See you at Acquaintance Night!
Ashlee Salter, Principal.

Blanchetown Primary School’s
Staff PROFILES 2019
Miss Kiah Payne
This is my fifth year working at Blanchetown Primary. I can
be found in the Knowledge Nest as a Junior Primary
teacher. I have found that every year offers me a new
chance to learn and a new way to love where I work! I
have recently taken on the added role of Acting Principal
two days a week which has been another exciting way for
me help keep making Blanchetown a fantastic school. I
live in Adelaide and I travel between my home and
Blanchetown with my 3 year-old cat, Tonks. I feel lucky to
work within such an amazing and welcoming community.

Mrs Ros Hahn
I have been in Blanchetown forever moving here with my parents as
a child. I have a husband Frank, 3 children- Shane, Corey and Kylie
and 6 grandchildren- 4 boys, 2 girls. We have a farm and run sheep.
At school I am the finance/admin SSO but also help our in the
classroom if needed. I enjoy working here (it keeps me young) and
have been here for over 20 years. Things I love doing the most
outside of school are: spending time with family and eating lots of
chocolate!
Mrs Ina Reynolds
Hi, my name is Ina Reynolds, am married with four children and 6

Mrs Karen Bolt

grandchildren. I am the coordinator for the play centre, which I enjoy very
much, even after 22 years! The play centre is situated in the Blanchetown

Hi, I am Karen Bolt, affectionately known as Ibu Bolt, as I am teaching your

school grounds, and is open every Wednesday from 9 – 12. The play

children about the Indonesian culture and language this year. I will also be

centre welcomes all children from birth onwards, if you would like to know

teaching Science with a STEM approach (Science, Technologies, Engineering

more, please feel free to call me on 0431658338.

and Math). They will also be using ipads and computers and learning about
Media Arts by producing short movies. I am passionate about teaching and
learning new things. I love travelling but don't get to do it very often. We have
lived in Waikerie for nearly 30 years, we have an amazing garden that I love
spending time there. In the past I have taught students from preschool to year
7, at Waikerie, Loxton, Blanchetown, Morgan and Cadell. This is my 2nd year
at Blanchetown. My husband is an earth mover and I have 3 great
adult children , 4 adorable grandchildren and a very enthusiastic 3 year old
kelpie.

Mrs Courtney Searle
I have recently moved back to Adelaide and live in Gawler with my
partner, a rabbit (Bella), 2 fish (taco and sushi) and 2 dogs (Hugh - 8
years and Cobber - 11 weeks), I also have a cat (Raef) that lives with my
parents. I have 3 step-kids named Seth, Coby and Zara and we have
them every second weekend and most of the school holidays. I love the
water so was surprized I enjoyed living in the desert. My favourite food is
sushi and colour is pink. I have enjoyed working with your child/ren in my
first two weeks at BPS and getting to know their personalities. I am

Mr Bryan Johnson- From the ‘Bear Cave’ (the BPS shed!) 
Hey guys it’s Bryan here! Just a little about me. I moved here five years ago with Megan and
Jobe for a better life out of the city. I love living here in Blanchetown and the friends and

confident and positive that 2019 will be an amazing year of learning and
achievements.

acquaintances I’ve met are one of a kind! I love my fishing, water sports, cooking, my boys ( I
have four ) and absolutely love working at Blanchetown Primary School. Oh and I dislike dried
fruit and winter.

Mrs Michelle Payne
I have lived in Blanchetown for 38 years and have been a part of the
school community for 26 years- firstly as a parent/volunteer and for the
last 14 years as an SSO. My husband Roy runs the Recycling Centre. I
have a son called Joel who lives in Tanunda and a daughter called Kiah
(a.k.a. Miss Payne). I love listening to music and eating chocolate. I am
looking forward to another great year at BPS.

Mrs Ashlee Salter
I have recently moved to Blanchetown with my husband Nat who
runs Salter Quality Kitchens here and my son Harry (2) and my
daughter Charlotte (10 months). We have a pet cocky named Reg
and a kitten named Percy. We also have a whippet x kelpie named
Vinnie and a new puppy of the same breed named Bobby. We are
loving living at Blanchetown and I am loving my new role here as
Principal. There is so much I want to do for our school and our
community!

Miss Ada
I’m really excited about continuing at BPS this year - it’s good to be
back! I live out in Barmera with my family and love being active (in
between all my creative writing ventures!) This summer I’ve spent a
lot of time hanging out at the lake, swimming in the creek, and
thoroughly enjoying summer in general! Some random facts about
me…1) I love chocolate. 2) Freddy, my border collie, is obsessed
with fetching heavy, long branches before proceeding to drop them
on my feet. 3) I play Violin. 4) Camembert is the next best thing to
chocolate. 5) I’ve played hockey for 12 years consecutively.
AND…I’ll be hosting Breakfast Club odd week Thursdays!!!

ATTENDANCE MATTERS- EVERY CHILD, EVERY DAY
Remember it is really important that we have 100% absences explained throughout the year. Please contact us
ASAP if your child is not able to come to school.
Our Site Improvement Plan 2019 Summary
READING
Increase student achievement in reading for years 3-5
- 2019 – 5 out of 7 Year 3 students to achieve DfE SEA in PAT-R
NUMERACY
To maintain and increase the number of students achieving the higher bands in numeracy for years 2-4
- 2019 – All Year 2 students to achieve higher bands in PAT-M
For a current, detailed plan of our school’s SIP, please see Ashlee Salter
Parents & Friends – Healthy Lunch Roster
Healthy Lunch will be offered on even weeks of the school term.
Week 2
Week 4
Week 6
Week 8
Week 10

7/2
21/2
7/3
21/3
4/4

NO LUNCH
Tess
Megan
Jolie
Lliam

Term 2
Week 2
Week 4

9/5
23/5

Jodi
Jason

Welcome to our new Reception Students!

Lily loves
balloons, the iPads
and
everything about
school.

Sean loves building
and running and is
excited to spend time
with his friends.

Reception
is off to a flying start
Adele can’t wait to
go swimming and
loves reading and
drawing.
Indi loves
colouring, learning
and being able to
play with her
friends.

Acquaintance Night and Treasure Hunt Thursday Week 3 5:30-7pm

Immediate families are invited to our Acquaintance Night- Please RSVP to Ros.
Will our school community find the treasure before 6pm?!
Join us on a family tricky treasure hunt at 5:30pm!
Governing Council AGM and Meeting
3:30-5:20pm in the library at BPS, Thursday Week 3

Notices

SA Dental Service
Keep your kids smiling – Dental care is FREE for ALL babies, preschool and most children under 18 years at
School Dental Service clinics. The School Dental Service is a Child Dental benefits Schedule provider.
Call us now for an appointment! Your local clinic is Waikerie school Dental Clinic: Phone: 85412434
www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/sadental
Student Cover Insurance
Student Cover accident insurance was developed to give parents and guardians a helping hand when they
need it the most at a very affordable price.
If you would like more information on this please see Ros in the front office.

Playcentre / Playgroup Term 1
Timetable

1
30-1

Free play

2
6-2

Playdough and free drawing

3
13-2

Water play

4
20-2

School visit

5
27-2

Cooking. Alphabet biscuits

6
6-3

Outing

7
13-3

Painting

8
20-3

School visit

9
27-3

Tracing activity

10
3-4
11
10-4











Cafhs nurse visiting

Collage, parents/caregivers, could you please bring along some
empty boxes etc for this activity
Easter activity and party day

Books
Play dough
Sand play
Climbing equipment
Outside play
Balls
Drawing and colouring
Dress ups
Home corner
Puzzles / toys

Purple
D-1
Star
Yellow
E-2
Circle
Orange
F-3
Square
Pink
G-4
Oval
Blue
H-5
Rectangle
Brown
I-6
Triangle
White
J-7
Circle
Green
K-8
Rectangle
Red
L-9
Oval
Purple
M-10
Rectangle
Yellow
N-11
Triangle

