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School Context and Highlights
Blanchetown Primary School is an exciting, safe and family orientated school that is made special by the strength of the
relationships that have been developed within our community. The school’s excellent reputation reflects its commitment to
continuous improvement, professional and dedicated staff and providing students with a comprehensive curriculum that caters
for different styles and rates of learning.
Students come for the town and immediate surrounding area. In 2015, the school introduced a private bus run, the bus is
available for students living more than 3km from the school. The bus route travels along the Sturt Highway and Murbko Rd.
Blanchetown Primary School offers stunning grounds and facilities, including shaded play areas, new library, swimming pool,
large oval and tennis courts. We are well equipped with resources, with the school connected to the NBN, and every student
having one to one access to a new desktop computer and iPad.
The number of enrolments at Blanchetown Primary School is growing due to the popularity of the school and the increase of job
opportunities in our area. In 2018, the expected enrolment numbers is 24, with three new reception students. The school will
continue to provide an R-2 and 3-7 class.
Some of the major highlights of 2017:
• Introduction of two full time R-2 and 3-7 classes
• High student growth in Literacy and Numeracy
• BPS and Mid Murray Sports Day
• Swimming lessons
• Interaction Days with Cadell and Morgan Primary School
• School Camp
• Power visit
• Roonka Sleepover
• Matilda the Musical
• PAT-R and PAT-M results
• High School and Pre-School transition
• RWSSN GRIP leaders Camp and leaders days
• Young Environemntal Leaders

Governing Council Report
I would like to start by thanking the wonderful staff at Blanchetown Primary School for the dedication they have shown to their
students in continually encouraging them to learn and grown.
I would like to thank current members David Ness, Danielle Hutchison, Skye Tuckey, Lliam Roberts and Megan Barrell for their
contributions and assistance throughout the year, especially for their support and encouragement towards myself in the
Chairperson’s role.
2017 began again with 23 students, which helped to maintain the same level of enthusiasm and drive for the school as it was
for the previous year, and we have also welcomed some new families and students to our school throughout the year. This,
along with more new students anticipated to arrive next year, is creating a very exciting atmosphere for Blanchetown Primary
School’s future.
Thank-you to David Ness for his three years as principal at Blanchetown Primary School. The students have enjoyed and
valued your teaching and leadership and this shines through in their successes. His dedication & commitment to implementing
effective student learning at our school over the years was rewarded this year with an outstanding External School Review. On
behalf of the governing council and parents, we congratulate you for all you have done in your role as Blanchetown Primary
School’s Principal, and we sincerely wish you continued success as Principal of Cobdogla Primary School.
Kiah Payne has once again proved her worth, mastering the transition from upper to lower primary with great enthusiasm and
effort, which has translated to great results. We are very pleased and grateful that she has applied for and accepted the
permanent osition offered. We welcomed Kirsty Reid as our year 2-7 Teacher, and she has impressed us with her dedication
and commitment to this role. She has quickly become a highly valued member of the staff at the school.
Farewell to Elaine Molzer, as she retires after 6 years of service to the school, as grounds person, cleaner, and as a flawless
bus driver. We have appreciated all that you have done for the school and wish you the best for your retirement.
Finally, I would like to welcome Sue Billet as our principal for the first semester of 2018. As I have written this report, I cannot
help but think how good the future looks for Blanchetown Primary School.
David Zadow (Governing Council Chairperson)
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Improvement Planning and Outcomes
Blanchetown Primary School’s 2017 Site Improvement Plan outlined 4 improvement priorities:
1. Literacy: Comprehension and Writing
2. Numeracy
3. Student Voice and Attendance
4. Quality Teaching
Priority 1: To improve reading and writing achievement levels of students from reception to year 7.
Target 1.1- Running Records:
• 100% of Receptions to reach level 5 or above
• 100% of year 1 to reach level 13 or above
• 100% of year 2 to reach level 21 or above
Outcome
-93% of R-2 students are at or above DECD Running Record Standards. The school is very close to achieving this target, as it
has a major focus on literacy improvement. Children not meeting the standard are provided with intervention and support.

Target 1.3- PAT-Reading Comprehension Test:
• 100 % of students above the DECD Standard of Achievement
• 25% of students in the top 75%
• 100% of students achieving above standard growth
Result
-100% are at or above the DECD Standard of Achivement
-45% of year 2-7 students achieved a scale score in the top 75%
-83% of students achieved at or above standard growth

Priority 2: To improve Mathematics achievement levels of students from reception to year 7.

Target 2.2- Pat-Maths Online Test:
• 100 % of students above the DECD Standard of Achievement
• 25% of students in the top 75%
• 100% of students achieving above standard growth
Result
• 100 % of students above the DECD Standard of Achievement
• 45% of students in the top 75%
• 70% of students achieving above standard growth
Priority 3: To Improve attendance of students from reception to year 7.
Target 3.1
• 93% attendance for all students.
Result
Our attendance rate in 2017 as a whole school was 95% which is a 0.5 %increase from our 2016 attendance rate of 94.5%.
Analysis
2017 has been a very positive year for student learning, with most students achieving very high growth in the areas of Maths
and English. The gaps between the SIP targets from 2015 to 2017 have been dramatically reduced, as more students have are
excelling in Maths and English. These excellent student outcomes are a direct result of the quality teaching and implementation
of the highly successful Literacy block with a focus on Writing and reading, that includes the following components:
• Shared/independent reading with a focus on reading comprehension strategies
• Phonics/Vocabulary/sight words
• Guided/Reciprocal Reading
• Writing using the TLC and informed by the B.P.S genre map and EAL/D levels

As part of the school's self review process some key priorities have been added to the 2018 Site Improvement plan they
include
• Continue to implement and embed the Literacy Block
• Develop a whole site approach to intellectual stretch in Maths
• Focus on effective teaching pedagogies and provide opportunities for teachers to plan across the Waikerie Partnerhsip
• Create a community plan that outlines ways the students can better interact with key stakeholders
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The DECD Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young people progressing
and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students achieving in proficiency
bands one or more above the National Minimum Standard for Reading and Numeracy. The graph below
identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of NAPLAN testing,
who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the DECD SEA for Reading
and Numeracy.

Reading

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

Data Source: DECD special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less
than six across all cohorts.
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NAPLAN Progress
The data below represents the growth of students from 2015 to 2017 in the NAPLAN test relative to students
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading
NAPLAN progression

Year 3-5

Year 5-7

State (average)

Upper progress group

*

*

25%

Middle progress group

*

*

50%

Lower progress group

*

*

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

Numeracy
NAPLAN progression

Year 5-7

Year 3-5

State (average)

Upper progress group

*

*

25%

Middle progress group

*

*

50%

Lower progress group

*

*

25%

Data Source: DECD special extract from Student DataWarehouse, July 2017.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. Due to rounding of percentages, data may not add up to
100%.

NAPLAN Upper Two Bands Achievement
This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have demonstrated
achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

No. of students who sat No. of students achieving in % of students achieving in
the test^
the upper two bands
the upper two bands**
Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Reading

Numeracy

Year 3 2017

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 3 2015-17 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2017

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 5 2015-17 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 7 2017

*

*

*

*

*

*

Year 7 2015-17 Average

*

*

*

*

*

*

Data Source: DECD special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, July 2017.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.
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School Performance Comment
I am limited in what I can disclose as the number of students in Year 3, 5 and 7 was five or less students in each year level.
Results from NAPLAN showed that students :
• Achieved at or above the national minimum standard in the reading and maths components
• Growth in English and maths was medium to high for most students

Attendance
Year level

2014

Reception

2015

2016

2017

93.4%

93.6%

96.2%

Year 1

83.9%

99.5%

91.3%

91.3%

Year 2

94.8%

83.3%

100.0%

98.3%

Year 3

92.2%

94.3%

93.4%

97.5%

Year 4

87.3%

95.0%

97.8%

88.2%

Year 5

95.6%

90.5%

96.0%

94.6%

Year 6

90.5%

93.0%

98.3%

88.2%

Year 7

96.1%

95.5%

96.0%

89.5%

Total

90.5%

91.8%

94.5%

93.0%

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System, Semester 1 Attendance.
Note: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.
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Attendance Comment
Congratulations to all students at Blanchetown Primary School, as we achieved an attendance rate of 95% in 2017. Some key
strategies included an attendance award, the following of key protocols/policies, accessing attendance support officers and
regular newsletter articles.

Behaviour Management Comment
Blanchetown Primary School provides a safe and welcoming environment for families and students. It follows a behaviour
management and ant-bullying policy that is aligned to restorative practices. The school has a positive school culture with high
expectations, students come to Blanchetown Primary School to learn and they are provided with high quality and engaging
curriculum. Therefore negative/disruptive behaviours rarely occur at this school.
In 2017, in line with the Waikerie Partnership, Blanchetown Primary has continued to implement the Kids Matter framework,
and is on track to becoming a recognised Kids-Matter School in 2018.

Client Opinion Summary
The Student Surveys were once again very positive. The school achieved high ratings in the following areas:
• My teachers expect me to do my best 5.0
• My School gives me opportunities to do interesting things 4.8
• My teachers provide me with useful feedback 4.6
and we only scored one rating below 4 which was
• Student behaviour is well managed at this school 3.8
Feedback from the Student Survey has informed us that in 2018 we will:
• Continue to revisit the behavior management chart with students

Parent Opinion Survey
This year 55% of families completed the survey, and most commented on the focus of constant improvement at the school.
The school achieved high ratings in the following areas:
•Teachers at this school expect my child to do his or her best 4.8
• My child is making good progress at this school 4.7
• Teachers at this school provide my child with useful feedback 4.5
All other ratings were 4.2 or above which indicates a very positive school community.

The staff survey highlighted a number of positives areas. There was a maximum rating in the following questions
• Students like being at school
• Students receive useful feedback
• Teachers motivate students to learn
All other ratings were 4.0 or above which indicates a very positive school/work environment
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Intended Destination
School
Leave Reason

Number

%

Employment

0

NA

Interstate/Overseas

1

14.3%

Other

0

NA

Seeking Employment

0

NA

Tertiary/TAFE/Training

0

NA

Transfer to Non-Govt School

0

NA

Transfer to SA Govt School

6

85.7%

Unknown

0

NA

Unknown (TG - Not Found)

0

NA

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2017.

DECD Relevant History Screening
To ensure compliance with DECD Relevant History Screening all staff, volunteers and Governing Council members and our
PCW have a current DECD Relevant History Screening Clearance, the expiration date of clearances are recorded in EDSAS.
The school maintains a TRT register and current Authority to Teach documents are sighted and recorded. When necessary,
Authority to Teach approval is confirmed with HR or the PRT scheme.
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Teacher Qualifications and Workforce Composition
All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.
Qualification Level

Number of Qualifications

Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas

3

Post Graduate Qualifications

1

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2017.

Please note: Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification
table. Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching
staff.

Workforce Composition including Indigenous staff
Teaching Staff

Non-Teaching Staff

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

Indigenous

Non-Indigenous

0.0

3.0

0.0

2.2

0

3

0

4

Full-Time Equivalents
Persons

Data Source: DECD HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2017.

Financial Statement
Funding Source
Grants: State

Amount
789,940.57

Grants: Commonwealth

1800.00

Parent Contributions

16189.39

Fund Raising

1336.90

Other

7292.49

Data Source: Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).

2017 School Annual Report: Tier 2 Funding Report*
*Tier 2 funding provides additional resources to support students who are unlikely to obtain the desired outcomes without further support.

Tier 2 Funding
Section

Tier 2 Category (where applicable
to the site)

Briefly describe how the 2017 funding was used to improve the relevant Outcomes achieved or progress
Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) outcomes
towards these outcomes

Improved Behaviour Management and Staff professional learning and the implementation of 'transforming tasks' pedagogy to
increase engagement.
Engagement
Targeted Funding for
Individual Students

Progress towards outcomes as
identified on individual plans

Improved Outcomes for Students with Not Applicable
an Additional Language or Dialect
Improved Outcomes for Students with The funding was used to create a full time SSO position, the SSO works with small
groups, and the teacher works one-on-one with the targeted students. The SSO
Disabilities

95% of outcomes met in students with
verified disabilities

provides targeted intervention for students with disabilities

Improved Outcomes for
- Rural & Isolated Students
- Aboriginal Students
- Numeracy and Literacy
Targeted Funding for
Groups of Students

Program Funding for
all Students

Other Discretionary
Funding

Whole school programs and activities to support Literacy and Numeracy learning.

Progress towards outcomes as
identified on individual plans

Staff professional learning in Australian Curriculum, Literacy and Numeracy,
intervention and support for identified students.

First Language Maintenance &
Development
Students taking Alternative Pathways
Students with Learning Difficulties
Grant
Australian Curriculum
Aboriginal Languages Programs
Initiatives

Not Applicable

Better Schools Funding

The funding went towards the purchase of literacy resources for the upper primary
class, this allowed for the effective implementation of the BPS Literacy Block.

Specialist School Reporting (as
required)

Not Applicable

Improved Outcomes for Gifted
Students

Not Applicable

Primary School Counsellor (if
applicable)

The funding was used to release a teacher at 0.05 to provide counseling support for
targeted students

100% of students met the DECD SEA
in the NAPLAN and PAT test

100% of students strongly agree or
agree that they like being at this
school

